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Introduction 

 

2016 will be a year of transition for the Baltic University Pro-
gramme. We are establishing ourselves as a permanent insti-
tution with members, several Secretariats and, as before, na-
tional centres. During January the Uppsala Coordination Secre-
tariat at Uppsala University has sent invitations to sign mem-
bership agreements to more than 200 universities in the re-
gion. I ask all of you to encourage your Rectors to sign the 
agreement in case it has not already been done. Of course we 
hope for many, many members in the Programme the coming 
years.  

In addition to the main Coordination Secretariat at Uppsala 
University we will now have Associated Secretariats at Åbo 
Akademi University in Finland, Lodz University of Technology 
in Poland, and Hamburg University of Applied Sciences in Ger-
many. These three Universities with their respective Directors, 
Drs Paula Lindroos, Ireneusz Zbicinski, and Walter Leal with co
-workers, have already for many years contributed to BUP by 
organising courses, initiating common projects and hosting 
conferences. Their nomination as Associated Secretariats is an 
acknowledgement and sign of appreciation of their already 
strong position in the Programme.  

The spring of 2016 is also the first half year when the system 
of “presidency”, that is the distributed responsibility of the ac-
tivities in BUP, is working. This spring it is Latvia and its na-
tional BUP Centre which has responsibility. The Latvians or-
ganise in April a student conference and a national centres 
planning meeting. In the fall of 2016 Finland and its national 
centre will take over.  

In 2016 the Baltic University Programme 
celebrates its 25th year! You may read 
about our history on the Internet exhibition 
which is now developed on our homepage. It 
is quite dramatic! We started cooperation 
while there was still Soviet Union. In Uppsa-
la we had very foggy ideas about which uni-
versities existed in the Eastern part of the 
region, behind the Iron Curtain. East-West contacts were unu-
sual. To reach each other we started, before the era of Inter-
net, as a satellite TV University.  

Now 25 years later we live in a different, and hopefully better, 
world. We have educated some 150 000 students over the 
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years, organised hundreds of conferences, been sailing on the Baltic Sea and beyond 
some 25 times, and worked with governments, companies and some 30 cities in the 
region. We have produced close to 50 books and 60 hours of film. And created 
friendships between students, researchers and academic teachers in the region, even 
some families! As far as I know it is more than any other university network world-
wide. It is worth celebrating! 

2015 was an important, even symbolic, year for a 
more sustainable future. In September the United 
Nations agreed on the 2030 Agenda. The full name 
is Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. With it comes the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs, each one 
with several targets (a total of 169 targets). The 
2030 Agenda follows Agenda 21 (1992) and Millen-
nium Development Goals (2000). While the MDGs 
focused on the developing countries, the 2030 
Agenda is an agenda for all countries in the world 
also the Baltic Sea region. Now the world as a whole 
have a common path to reach a better future! 

Another huge leap forward in 2015 was the Paris 
Climate Agreement in December. The agreement is, 
especially compared to the meagre result of climate 
negotiations the last few years, something to cele-
brate. However at the same time as we are happy 
for this success it has to be said that there is no prescribed steps to be taken in the 
agreement, no specified reductions of greenhouse gases or reduced use of fossil 
fuels. What we have is the so-called Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 
(INDCs), the reduction of emissions which each country coming to Paris had offered 
as a starting point. They are, however, insufficient to reach the agreed goal of 1.5 or 
even 2°C. 

The Universities and the Baltic University Programme has a crucial role to play to 
achieve the promises from 2015 in the coming 15 years. It is what we work for in our 
projects, in our education and work with authorities, municipalities and other part-
ners. We contribute to the work in the Council of Baltic Sea States, CBSS, and its 
EGSD (Expert Group on Sustainable Development) for the 2030 Agenda. We will join 
the SDSN NE universities network (Sustainable Development Solutions Network for 
Northern Europe). All members of BUP are together a strong and needed force in the 
Baltic Sea region for a transition to a sustainable future. Thank you all for your good 
work to achieve that. 

 

 

 

Lars Rydén 
Director, Baltic University Programme 
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The 17 Global Sustainability Goals (SDGs) from the UN Re-

solution Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.  
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Baltic University Turns 25 

 

The world is constantly changing. The Baltic University was founded 
25 years ago, less than two years after the Berlin Wall fell. Then, 
fresh air swept through Europe and cooperation and open borders 
was accepted by most as the way forward. 

Today, the world is once again closing. Borders are guarded, national-
ism is growing stronger and politicians speak of shutting the door on 
refugees.  

A university is by nature open and inviting. We want ideas and people’s curiosity to 
have the space and conditions to prosper. Cooperation is the only way forward and 
we can only develop if we keep our doors open. This is my conviction.  

To the Baltic University, this has always been obvious. The Baltic Sea concerns many 
countries directly and the entire world in the long run. What we do and what we 
achieve here concerning the environment and the governance of our natural re-
sources is crucial to our future. But the Baltic University is more than that. This net-
work of universities is a mind-set and a way of dealing with the challenges ahead. 
The ship STS Fryderyk Chopin is not just a boat and a vessel to transport students 
around the region during a course. It is a symbol for all universities of the world. We 
are in this together, in the same boat.  

Right now, as compassion and humanity seem to be going out of fashion and the 
world is becoming more closed, I believe the universities must set an example. Upp-
sala University has always been open to cooperation, of necessity and of principle.  

Today, these principles that we share with the Baltic University Programme are more 
urgent than ever. After COP21 in Paris, sustainability, democracy, and cooperation 
are on the agenda all over the world. With experience and knowledge how to tackle 
coordination problems for sustainable solutions in urban areas, water issues, and cli-
mate change management, I am hopeful when I note how BUP continues to contrib-
ute to the world. It makes me proud, as our university mission is to gain and dissem-
inate knowledge for the benefit of humankind and for a better world, and also to be a 
local, national and international meeting place for knowledge, culture and critical dia-
logue. BUP is certainly well-equipped to realise these visions. 

 

 

 

 

Eva Åkesson 
Vice-Chancellor, Uppsala University 
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Upcoming Events 

2016 

 March 

21 — 23 Brownfields Management and Redevelopment, Ostrava, Czech Republic  

 

 April 

21 – 22 BUP Centers Meeting, Ratnieki, Latvia 

22 BUP Board Meeting, Ratnieki, Latvia 

21 – 24 BUP Students Conference, Ratnieki, Latvia 

 

 May  

18 - 20 European Maritime Days, Turku, Finland 

  

 June 

6 — 8  The Road from Paris: Implementing Climate Change 

 Management and Strategies in Cities and Municipalities 

 in the Baltic Sea Region, Uppsala, Sweden 

 July 

30 June – 7 July, SAIL for Teachers (Stavanger – Antwerp)  

 

 August 

14 — 28 SAIL for Students (La Coruña—Blyth) 

Note: The dates for the events may 

change. 

For further and latest information 

on the upcoming events please see 

the BUP Calendar and List of 

Events.  

Programs, presentations and other 

materials from earlier BUP events 

are possible to download from the 

Presentations section of the web 

site. 
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New Publication:  

Assessing the Status of Sustainable Development in the 

Baltic Sea Region: a macro-regional perspective 

 

This report was commissioned by the Council of the Baltic Sea States 
(CBSS) Expert Group on Sustainable Development. For the task the Bal-
tic University Programme (BUP) and the Uppsala Centre for Sustainable 
Development (CSD) at Uppsala University were contracted.  

The report provides a background and a resource for developing govern-
ance for sustainable development in the region, outlines the conditions in 
the region, and relates to the UN sustainable development goals. The re-
port addresses each of the nine Baltic Sea littoral states and Norway. It 
includes a review of SD policies and strategies in each of the countries, 
as well as SD policies and activities in the macro-region especially in view 
of other stakeholders than national governments. Special studies were 
done for the sectors climate and energy and sustainable consumption and 
production. The report include conclusions on the possibilities of coopera-
tion in the region and suggestions on how to organise future work for the 
global SD goals with an emphasis on indicators. 

Authors: Sam Grönholm, Lars 

Rydén and Olga Zuin, the 

Baltic University Programme 

Carmen Elrick-Barr and Neil 

Powell, Uppsala Centre for 

Sustainable Development 

Pages: 138.  

Download (pdf-file) 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/calenadar-of-bup-events
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/events-list
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/events-list
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/presentations
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/component/docman/doc_download/1915-assessing-the-status-of-sustainable-development-in-the-baltic-sea-region-a-macro-regional-perspective
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Presidency of the Baltic University Programme 2016! 

By Kristine Abolina, University of Latvia, Riga. 

 

In the first half of 2016 the team in Latvia will focus on: 

I. community sustainability topic; 

II. raising awareness about BUP in Latvia, 

III. strengthening cooperation between BUP Latvia national stakeholders including 
BUP Alumni 

by organising a Spring Student Conference and a BUP Board and Centres Directors 
meeting in Latvia. 

We recognize and appreciate BUP’s long tradition of fostering education for sustaina-
ble development and Baltic Sea Region international cooperation, whereby 
knowledge, commitment of human resources and funding from stakeholders – the 
team of national centres and universities is coordinated and supported by the excel-
lent work of the BUP Board and Secretariat in Uppsala. 

The second half this year the presidency will move to Finland and the Finnish BUP 
Centre in Turku / Åbo. Next year Estonia will continue the relay. 

 

 

Student Conference 

 
The BUP Spring Student Conference 2016 will take place in 
Ratnieki, Latvia from 21st to 24th April, 2016. The Conference 
will explore local sustainability aspects of the music festival 
“LABA DABA” (“GOOD NATURE”), The venue for the annual 
festival is the University of Latvia Conference Centre located in 
a rural setting 70 km northeast of Riga. The Conference will 
include project-based learning elements whereby students 
studying in business management, economics, cultural ser-
vices, social and life sciences and engineering programmes 
will be asked to develop a road map regarding how to improve 
and enrich the music festival LABA DABA 2016 in relation to 
environmental, social and economic sustainability aspects. 
Bringing together participants from different disciplines will 
provide an opportunity for exchange, cooperation and learning 
between students with different backgrounds and perspec-
tives. 

 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.labadaba.lv/eng/
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The Baltic Science Network 

 

The first Baltic Science Network (BSN) partner meeting is organized  
7-8 April, 2016 in Hamburg, Germany. The Free and Hanseatic City of 
Hamburg (Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities) is coordinat-
ing this three-year project, which is funded by the EU Baltic Sea Re-
gion Programme. Partners in this project are the corresponding min-
istries, or their representatives, in countries surrounding the Baltic 
Sea. As partner in this project BUP represents the universities, 
through the Finnish BUP-centre at Åbo Akademi University. 

It was emphasized during the planning meetings that the Baltic Sea 
Region (BSR) is one of the most competitive, innovative science re-
gions of the world, with an excellent structure of leading universities 
and research institutions. Still, the BSR features different levels of 
research and innovation performance and existing facilities are not 
equally distributed and interconnected. In our national higher educa-
tion and research systems (globalization, economic crisis, demogra-
phy, technological progress etc.) we are all facing the same problems and challeng-
es. At the same time society expects innovation policy and R&D activities to respond 
to the challenges facing our society at large, such as climate change, energy and re-
source efficiency, food supply, welfare, health and demographic change.  

However, national and regional answers are not sufficient anymore for the large soci-
etal challenges, therefore a closer transnational cooperation and joint presentation of 
interest is needed. For the time being science policy in the BSR is organized and  
pursued mainly from a regional, national or European angle, and a macro-regional 
dimension is missing in this field.  

Despite the fact that various sectorial networks exist, there is currently a lack of a 
political coordination framework in the field of higher education, science and research 
policy covering the whole of BSR. The BSN-project will provide science and research 
ministries of the BSR states with an overall coordination framework to develop and 
implement science policy in a macro-regional dimension and to ensure a better rep-
resentation of macro-regional interests at the EU level. Another objective is to devel-
op transnational strategies, incentives and programmes to support higher education, 
research and innovation infrastructures to become better interconnected and to  
develop R&I excellence.  

As partner of the project, BUP will participate in all project activities and evaluate the 
activities, experiences and learning processes. In the end there will be produced a 
documentation in form of a practical set of “Do’s and don’ts” for successful develop-
ment and implementation of transnational science. This will provide increased 
knowledge among policy makers about how to develop and implement transnational 
policies, strategies and programmes that support higher education, research and in-
novation infrastructures and their users to become better transnationally inter 
connected and to develop R&I excellence. As part of this work, BUP is also responsi-
ble for the project’s website. 

 

Paula Lindroos 
Åbo Akademi University 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


European Maritime Day 

Sinikka Suomalainen 

 

The European Maritime Day (EMD) is celebrated annually including 
a 2-day conference. This year’s European Maritime Day conference 
will take place in Turku, 18-19 May and is followed by public 
events 20-22 May. EMD is a meeting point for Europe’s maritime 
community to network, discuss, and forge joint action. About 1000 
participants are expected to join the conference with high-level 
sessions, workshops and exhibition. The theme is “Investing in 
competitive Blue Growth – smart and sustainable solutions”. The 
following thematic sessions are in the program:  

 Investing in blue growth; 

 Improving ocean governance; 

 Boosting skills and development; 

 Harnessing clean energy; 

 Facilitating joint roadmaps.  

There will be about 20 workshops during the meeting. The Finnish 
BUP Centre at Åbo Akademi University will arrange one of them, it 
is entitled “Capacity Development in Maritime Spatial Planning”. 

EMD has been organized around Europe since 2008. In 2012 at 
the EMD in Gothenburg, BUP sailed with the tall ship STS Fryderyk 
Chopin from Szczecin in Poland with BUP students onboard to the 
conference. Inspired by this event two ships from the BUP network 
will visit the EMD conference in Turku. They are the schooner 
Nadezhda from St. Petersburg and MS Nawigator XXI from the 
Maritime University of Szczecin. 

More information about the conference is available on the EMD 
web pages. 

Navigator XXI 

Photo: Paweł Banyś.  

BUP 25 Years 

 

25 years ago when the BUP university cooperation started the Soviet Un-
ion was still there. At that time university cooperation across the Iron 
Curtain and the Baltic Sea was sparse. Neither were there an Internet or 
mobile phones. 

You may learn more about BUP’s dramatic history and drastic changes 
since then on these links: 

Film — a film on the films produced by the BUP 

Timeline — the history and development of the BUP 

Photos — some photos from the very beginning of the network up to today. 
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Short News and Links 

 

A number of conferences by BUP universities are planned for the spring semester. 
Please find more information on these events on the BUP web site. 

 

 

Brownfields Management and Redevelopment 
21—23 March 
Ostrava, Czech Republic 

Deadline for registration and submission of abstracts: 29th February 2016 

 

Disability— Leisure, Tourism, Entertainment  
20-21 April 
Bydgoszcz, Poland 

Deadline for application and submission of abstract: 15th February 2016 

 

The Road from Paris: Implementing Climate Change Management 
and Strategies in Cities and Municipalities in the Baltic Sea Region  
6—8 June 
Uppsala, Sweden 

Deadline for abstracts: 15th March,2016 
Deadline for registrations: 30th April 2016 
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Bydgoszcz  

Ostrava 

Uppsala 

CC Photos by: 

GothPhil,  

Tilemahos Efthimiadis and 

p2-r2. 

New Film: 

The Aral Sea - the history of a declining water body and 

water management in Uzbekistan today 

A lecture by Abror Gadaev, Samarkand and Rustam Eshniyazov, Nukus. 

The lecture was filmed at Geocentrum, Uppsala University on 2nd Decem-
ber 2014. The event organized in cooperation by The Swedish Aral Sea 
Society, BUP and the Uzwater project. 

Play video. 

For more videos please see the BUP Channel on YouTube. 

 

Producer: Magnus Lehman 

Time: 46 min 22 sec. 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
mailto:info@iccip.net
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/registration-the-road-from-paris
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/phil_p/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/telemax/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/8364507@N06/
https://youtu.be/OGhx6eoP1sw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_fTfmSaVNroHZCYG8f3Oxg
https://youtu.be/OGhx6eoP1sw


The BUP Newsletter 

The BUP Newsletter publishes materials on the BUP, BUP activities, and on  
sustainable development in the Baltic Sea Region. The newsletter is published four 
times per year and distributed by e-mail through the BUP mailing-list. Comments, 
contributions, hints, tips, and ideas are as always most welcome, please contact the 
editor: Christian Andersson. 

 

The next issue of this newsletter is planned for June 2016.  

All previous issues of the BUP Newsletter are available online 

 

The BUP Mailing-list 

The BUP mailing-list has about 1500 subscribers and is a moderated list, i.e. all con-
tributions will be approved by a moderator before being published.  

To send a message to the list write an email to the address: balticuniversi-
ty@lists.uu.se. If the message is approved it will be sent to all subscribers. If the 
message is rejected by the moderators it will not be sent. 

 

How to subscribe or unsubscribe to the BUP Newsletter 

If you want to un-subscribe from the BUP mailing-list send an email to 
sympa@lists.uu.se with an empty body. In the subject line you write: SIGNOFF balti-
cuniversity. 

If you want to subscribe to the BUP mailing-list send an email to sympa@lists.uu.se 
with an empty body. In the subject line you write: SIGNON balticuniversity.  

Or contact Magnus Lehman at the BUP secretariat and he will help you. 

 

The BUP Web Sites 

Do not forget to visit our web sites every now and then for the latest updates:   

BUP SAIL 

BUP in Finland 

BUP on facebook 

 

Please see also the associated web sites: 

The Swedish Aral Sea Society 

The Uzwater Project 
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