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Introduction 

We are approaching the end of one more year of Baltic Univer-
sity Programme activities. This last-of-the-year Newsletter 
tells us about teachers’ conferences, PhD students’ confer-
ences and all other activities which happened lately and an-
nounces the planned events for the spring. In addition we can 
add that the Programme has a new National Centre for Swe-
den at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences with 
Professor Per G. Berg as its Director, and a new International 
Board, which will meet for the first time in December. During 
the spring of 2016 in addition a new Director for the Pro-
gramme should be recruited so we are in a phase of genera-
tion shift practically. 

The spring of 2016 is also the first semester when one of our 
national centres takes on programme responsibilities. First out 
is Latvia, so count that the spring conference for students will 
be organised by Latvia and in Latvia, a Centres meeting will be 
in Latvia and perhaps more events.  

Central in the activities in the Baltic University Programme is 
sustainable development and it may be proper to remind all 
readers that a most crucial event is happening right now, the 
21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) under the UN Climate 
Convention in Paris. The Baltic University programme is not on 
place in Paris but students from Uppsala Centre for Sustaina-
ble Development, where the BUP Secretariat is located, are 
there. A continuous broadcast over Internet keeps us updated 
and we hope for a decent international agreement to combat 
climate change. Climate change is the crisis of our time, and 
we are already in a situation which is dangerous. 2105 will be 
the warmest year registered since measurements started. In 
Sweden last week we had two big storms which forced the au-
thorities to cancel all train traffic south of Stockholm for a cou-
ple of days, and many thousand homes lost electric power as 
trees fell over grids and train tracks. Extreme rain hit in addi-
tion to Sweden also Denmark, Norway and the Baltic States.  

We all need to teach BUP climate change. Materials can 
be found on the BUP homepage. One of the compendia 
produced within the UZWATER project with 8 partner 
universities in Uzbekistan is Energy and Climate and can 
be downloaded. Material can also be found in the Sus-
tainable Development Course on the BUP homepage. 
The Baltic University cannot be blind to what is going on 
in our countries. Our multiple tasks of education, re-
search and applied projects for a more sustainable fu-
ture are more important than ever. The Baltic University 
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Programme has much left to do. 

With this letter I want to thank all of you who have contributed over the year of 2015 
to the BUP activities in all the countries in the programme. There are hundreds of 
teachers and researcher who have taught courses, contributed to conferences, writ-
ten book chapters and worked in projects. Thank you. Without you there would be no 
BUP.  

A sincere wish for a Merry Christmas and a good holidays! 

Happy New Year, and welcome back 2016 for new BUP adven-
tures.  

 

Lars Rydén  
Acting Programme Director 

Upcoming Events 

December 

2—3 Latvian’s Presidency Pre-event, ESD-conference, Daugavpils, Latvia 

14 BUP Board Meeting, Uppsala, Sweden 

 

2016 

 March 

24 -26 Teachers’ Conference, Ostrava, Czech Republic  

 

 April 

19 – 21 BUP Centers Meeting, Riga, Latvia 

21 – 25 BUP Students Conference, Ratnieki, Latvia 

 

 May  

18 - 20 EU Maritime Days, Turku, Finland 

 BUP Board Meeting, Uppsala, Sweden 

 

 June 

20 – 22 Enviroenergy Conference, Turku, Finland  

 

 July 

30 June – 7 July, BUP SAIL for Teachers (Kiel – Antwerp)  

Note: The dates for the events may change. 

For further and latest information on the upcoming events please see 
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Lars Rydén 
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the BUP Calendar and List of 

Events.  

Programs, presentations and 

other materials from earlier BUP 

events are possible to download 

from the Presentations section of 

the web site. 
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PhD Award 2015 

The winner of the 2015 BUP PhD Award Ikenna Anugwom received the prize from the hands 
of Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski and Prof. Lars Rydén in a ceremony at the 3rd BUP PhD Conference 
in Rogów, Poland, in November 2015. 

Ikenna Anugwom was born in Lagos, Nigeria and moved to Finland in 2002. He has been liv-
ing in Finland with his family since. This is how he describes himself and his research: 

“I obtained a Bachelor degree in Environmental Engineering, from Satakunta University of 
Applied Science, Pori. And obtained a Master Degree in Chemical Engineering at Åbo Akademi 
University . My diploma thesis dealt with the extraction of nitrogen and sulphur-containing 
compounds from heavy fuel oil using ionic liquid. The studies were performed with the super-
vision of Professor J.-P. Mikkola.  

My PhD thesis is entitled “Towards Optimal Fractionation of Lignocellulosic Biomass Using 
Switchable Ionic Liquids”, and was defended with honors in March 2014. Since then I have 
has being working as a Post-Doc researcher at Umeå university, in a project that is part of 
activities of the Technical Chemistry, Department of Chemistry, Chemical-Biological Centre, 
Umeå University, Sweden. The research in the Bio4Energy programme is financed by the 
Kempe Foundations and Wallenberg Wood Science Center under auspices of Alice and Knut 
Wallenberg Foundation. The project is focused on synthesis of novel green solvents 
(switchable ionic liquids) for the fractionation of lignocelluloses material, for nanocellulosic 
materials, bio-composite, biomass derivatives materials.  

During the course of my research I have written several peer-reviewed articles on topics re-
lated to ionic liquid and biomass fractionation. “ 
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Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski and Prof. Lars Rydén handing over the prize for the BUP PhD Award to Dr. Ikenna Anugwom. 
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New Initiative: BUP Small Grants 

Programme 2015 

The Baltic University Programme this year opened for the 
first time the possibility to seek financial support for a 
small project for master and PhD students at the mem-
ber universities. 13 candidates sent in projects with ap-
plications for economic support. The applications were 
reviewed by a Baltic University Programme Committee, 
which ranked the projects in the first place for novelty 
and creativity, but also if they were realistic to carry out 
and had a reasonable budget. 

The BUP Small Grants Project (SGP) Committee recom-
mend that the project ”Comparison of the Sewage 
Sludge Management Alternatives in the Context of Sus-
tainable Development: Material and Global Warming 
Analysis” by Natalya Shepeleva, Belarusian State Tech-
nological University is funded with a total of EUR 3,000. 

The 2015 winner Natalya Shepeleva is since 2013 PhD 
student at the Department of lndustrial Ecology at the 
Belarusian State Technological University, Republic of 
Belarus, Minsk. 
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Books and Journals 

An annotated list of more than 100 scientific journals has been added to the 
Finnish BUP web site. The journals publishes articles on sustainability, sus-
tainable development and education for sustainable development 

At the same site you will also find a list of more than 100 sustainability 
books. The list of books includes both old classics and newer books. 
All the books have a short description of the content and a presentation of 
the author(s). 

This Changes 

Everything — 

Capitalism vs. The 

Climate. By Naomi 

Klein 
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Teachers’ Conference on ESD in Rogów 

Sinikka Suomalainen, BUP Centre Finland, Åbo Akademi University, Finland 

 

The BUP Teachers conference was open for teachers from all disciplines 
as usually and about 40 participants and lecturers gathered in Rogów, 
Poland. The aim was to learn about actual sustainability issues and 
with a focus on education for sustainable development (ESD). No less 
than 28 universities from 9 countries were represented. The program 
consisted mostly of active participation of all participants, in addition 
there were some lectures.  

The workshops were led by BUP director prof. Lars Rydén. He also lec-
tured about the Climate Change issues and the COP21 climate confer-
ence in Paris. Prof. Michael Scoullos from University of Athens & Medi-
terranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable 
Development (MIO-ECSDE), Greece, gave a lecture (via skype) on the 
new Sustainable Developments Goals (SDGs). Shepherd Urenje from 
Swedish International Centre of Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment, Uppsala University (SWEDESD), had a workshop on ESD and 
pedagogical issues. Pawel Bogusz, the BUP student representative at 
the BUP international Board, gave a students’ view on sustainability at 
universities. On the last day we had a lecture and workshop by re-
searcher Rea Raus from Statera Center for Sustainability and Regional 
Development, Estonia, concerning the teacher’s understanding of sus-
tainability.  

Participants were encouraged to present their own work which was 
very popular. This occurred in two parallel sessions because of a big 
amount of presentations: 22 presentations and 7 posters were pre-
sented.  This time there is also a possibility to get presentations pub-
lish in the Polish scientific journal "Studia Periegetica" (see below). 

Participants had also an opportunity to take part in a guided tour in 
the nearby arboretum, belonging to the Warsaw University of Life Sci-
ence. It was a fantastic autumn weather with beautiful colourful leaves 
still on trees. 

The conference was arranged by the BUP Centre in Finland at Åbo 
Akademi University, the BUP Secretariat at Uppsala University and The 
Polish BUP Centre at and Lodz University of Technology. 

The conference program and presentations are available on the Finnish 
BUP web site. 
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In the Arboretum. 

All photos: Krzysztof Ciesielski.  
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Studia Periegetica 

Arnold Bernaciak, WSB University in Poznan, Poland 

 

The scientific journal Studia Periegetica is published twice a year. The word Periegetica comes 
from Greek and originally is connected to the person who is a 
guide or the author of a guidebook.  

In general, the journal is connected with subject as tourism, 
economy, spatial management, environmental protection, 
sustainable development. As the editor of this journal (for one 
year) I would like to change its scope a little and focus on es-
pecially the Baltic Sea Region. The journal is open access and 
peer reviewed (double blind review).  

If there are any special occasions or topics, we may publish 
additional special issues. One such special issue will be pub-
lished as the Rogow Conference proceedings: Education for 
Sustainable Development in the Baltic Sea Region.  

In 2016 we plan to publish two regular issues: Tourism in the 
Metropolis and Challenges of Green Economy.  

I hope that the number of contributions by BUP teachers in Journal will increase. Or maybe, in 
the future it will provide a scientific forum for BUP teachers.  

For further information on the journal and to submit your manuscripts please contact the edi-
tor Arnold Bernaciak. 
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Arnold Bernaciak 
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UE4SD –  

University Educators for Sustainable Development 

Paula Lindroos, Åbo Akademi University, Finland 

 

The second UE4SD-project meeting, 23 November 2015, was 
hosted by Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. This one-day project 
meeting was followed by the annual COPERNICUS Alliance Con-
ference on 24 November 2015. There are several highlights to be 
mentioned from these days. The first is the launching of the 
Leading Practice Publication, which presents 13 best practice ex-
amples on professional development for university educators in 
the area of ESD from 10 European countries.  Of high interest 
were also the project proposals from four Spanish universities to 
the piloting activities for the Academy. The idea behind this Acad-
emy is to develop a professional development programme to sup-
port university educators to develop their ESD competences. 
From the BUP perspective we show great interest towards the 
Academy, from which we expect to be able to take over the results to our own activities here 
in the BSR.  

The third highlight from the project meeting was the presentation of the online platform of 
ESD professional development resources. The University of Gloucestershire is leading this 
work package, and has started the development of the website. It is planned to be launched 
in June 2016.  

The COPERNICUS Alliance conference programme offered several interesting keynotes, reach-
ing from the global to the local perspectives. Mahesh Pradhan, 
chief of the UNEP ETUU and GUPES, gave an overview of current 
partnerships to enable global learning for sustainability in higher 
education. From the local perspective, rector Fernando Galvan 
from University of Alcala de Henares, gave an encouraging 
presentation of the sustainability work in Spanish universities. 
The overall theme was to showcase the need to ensure that quali-
ty practices at universities require both institutional structures 
and motivated educators to support sustainability principles and 
practice.  

The UE4SD-partnership includes 53 partners in 33 countries in 
Europe (www.ue4sd.eu). The UE4SD consortium is seeking to re-
orient the higher education curriculum to address sustainable de-
velopment. This 3 year-project (2013-2016), will focus on support 
for teaching colleagues, to enable them to prepare students, re-
gardless of their courses or specialisation, to understand and ap-
ply their professional and global responsibilities in sustainability.  

In the first year, from February till May 2014, the partners were engaged in mapping the 
state of the art of education for sustainable development (ESD) in higher education. Besides 
identifying the status of ESD integration, the focus was on mapping existing ESD professional 
development opportunities for university educators. ESD as part of quality in higher education 
teaching is seen as vital for preparing students with the competences they need to address 
21st century challenges. The State of the Art report was published in 2014. The UE4SD-
project is coordinated by University of Gloucester, and it seeks to establish a leading expert 
group in Education for Sustainable Development in higher education in Europe and will create 
a platform to combine and share the expertise of network partners so that they can inform 
policy and practice beyond the life of the project. 
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Paula Lindroos and Sinikka Suomalainen, both at BUP-Finland, Åbo Akademi University,  
represent the BUP network in this project. 

BUP National Language Publications 

BUP publications translated into one or more of the national languages in 
the BUP network have been collected in one place for easier reference. 
Please see the BUP web site. 

 

International Conference 

Brownfields Management and Redevelopment 

24 – 26 March 2016 
Ostrava, Czech Republic 

The aims of the International Conference on Brownfields Management and Redevelopment 
2016 are as follows: 

 Urban planning and regional development of brownfields 

 Remedial innovative techniques used at distressed brown-

fields 

 Opportunities of civil engineering within brownfields 

 Economic and socio-political impacts of brownfields. 

 
For further information please see the Conference Leaflet (pdf) 

Enviroenergy conference 

20—22 June, 2016 
Turku, Finland 

 

 

For further  information please see: Enviroenergy 2016. 
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The BUP Newsletter 

The BUP Newsletter publishes materials on the BUP, BUP activities, and on sustainable  
development in the Baltic Sea Region. The newsletter is published four times per year and 
distributed by e-mail through the BUP mailing-list. Contributions are welcome, please contact 
the editor: Christian Andersson. 

All previous issues of the BUP Newsletter are available online. 

 

The BUP Mailing-list 

The BUP mailing-list has about 1500 subscribers and is now a moderated list, i.e. all contribu-
tion will be approved by one of the moderators before being published. The moderators are: 
Magnus Lehman, Maria Hejna, Lyudmyla Babak and Christian Andersson. 

To send a message to the list write an email to the address: BALTICUNIVERSITY@lists.uu.se. 
If the message is approved it will be sent to all subscribers. If the message is rejected by the 
moderators it will not be sent. 

 

How to subscribe or unsubscribe to the BUP Newsletter 

If you want to un-subscribe from the BUP mailing-list send an email to sympa@lists.uu.se 
with an empty body. In the subject line you write: SIGNOFF balticuniversity. 

If you want to subscribe to the BUP mailing-list send an email to sympa@lists.uu.se with an 
empty body. In the subject line you write: SIGNON balticuniversity.  

Or contact Magnus Lehman at the BUP secretariat and he will help you. 
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After Words 

The next issue of this newsletter is planned for February 2016. Comments, contributions, 
hints, tips, and ideas are as always most welcome, please contact the editor.  

Do not forget to visit our web sites every now and then for the latest updates:  

 BUP SAIL—Sustainability Applied in International Learning  

 BUP in Finland  

 BUP on facebook  
 

Please see also the associated web sites:  

 The Swedish Aral Sea Society  

 The Uzwater Project  
 

With Christmas just around the corner, we would like to take this opportunity to express our 
deepest thanks for your contributions to the BUP Newsletter over the past 12 months: 

Kristoffer Andersson  
Magnus Andersson 
Ikenna Anugwom 
Alexis Awaitey 
Arnold Bernaciak 
Paweł Bogusz  
Ana Maria Jones 
Matthew Kott  
Walter Leal 
Magnus Lehman 
Paula Lindroos 
Per-Arne Lindström  
Halyna Parobok  
Falco Richardson 
Graciela M. Rusch 
Lars Rydén 
Natalya Shepeleva  
Sinikka Suomalainen 
Loreta Tauginienė 
Mårten Thorslund  
Olga Zuin  

A special thanks to Krzysztof 
Ciesielski who has provided so 
many beautiful pictures from a 
number of BUP events. 

We are looking forward to work-
ing with you in 2016. 

 

From the BUP team we wish all 
our readers a Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year 
We hope the New Year brings 
you joy and prosperity!  

Tivoli, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

CC Photo: Kristian Möllenborg. 
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