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Welcome Back to the New Academic Year! 

 

Our main event this autumn is the 4th Baltic University Programme 

Rectors’ Conference, hosted by Vice Chancellor Eva Åkesson, 22-24 Oc-

tober in Visby on Uppsala University Campus Got-

land. 

We welcome Rectors and Vice Chancellors from 

the whole Baltic Sea Region and wider to this 

event, to discuss current and future develop-

ments and cooperation in research and education. 

The organizational development of the Baltic Uni-

versity Programme is also on the agenda. Infor-

mation about the Conference Programme and 

practical organization is available on the BUP  

Rectors’ Conference website. We invite all our 

partners to this important event. There is still 

some time for registration. 

The foundation of Baltic University Programme is 

the active cooperation among all partners. The 

mission, set in the year 1991, is to work for a 

sustainable, peaceful and democratic regional development. The  

creation of the Baltic University Programme was prompted by the his-

toric changes taking place in the region during the period 1989 to 1991. 

The initiative was taken with the intention to contribute to the develop-

ment of the region in the historic situation where international co 

operation between east and west became possible after decades of  

isolation and with the recognition that universities play a central role in 

the development of our societies through education of the young  

generation, development of knowledge in a new situation, and being a 

resource for society in applying such knowledge. 

The purpose of the Baltic University Programme is thus to promote and 

support universities and corresponding institutions in the development 

of the Baltic Sea region by supporting sustainable development in its 

full sense, supporting the development of democracy and democratic 

cultures, promoting peaceful cooperation, international understanding 

and communication. 

We started as a network of some 40 universities. Now we are more 

than 200 in the whole Baltic Sea Region drainage area and today we 

are in a situation where our mission is as important as it was in 1991. 

 

Paula Lindroos 

Acting Director, Baltic University Programme 

Students at Campus Gotland, Visby 

mailto:christian.andersson@csduppsala.uu.se
http://www.bup.fi/rectorsmeeting14/
http://www.bup.fi/rectorsmeeting14/


 

Upcoming Events 

September 

16—21 Hamburg Summer Course: Energy Efficiency. University of Applied Sciences 

 Zittau/Görlitz 

 

October 

22 –24 4th BUP Rectors Conference, Visby, Sweden 

27—30 BUP Teachers’ Conference, Rogów, Poland 

 

November 

26—30 2nd BUP PhD Students’ Training, Rogów, Poland. 

 

December 

12 –14 2nd Baltic Conference on Education for Sustainable Development: Working and 

 Learning Together. Jurmala, Latvia. 

 

 

Note: The dates for the events may change. 

For further and latest information on the upcoming events please see the BUP Calendar and 

List of Events.  

Programmes, presentations and other materials from earlier BUP events are possible to 

download from the Presentations section of the web site. 
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The Annual BUP Summer Course 
By Julia Haselberger 

 

An annual BUP Summer Course is organised by the German 

offices of the Baltic University Programme (BUP). This year 

the course will take place from 16– 20 September in the 

venues of the University of Applied Sciences Zittau/Görlitz, 

Görlitz Campus. The topic is energy efficiency. This year the 

course is organised in cooperation with the FP7-project 

PLEEC (Planning for energy efficient cities) and the German-

Polish Energy Efficiency Project GPEE. 

The Summer Course is meant to acquaint delegates from 

various countries about matters related to energy efficiency 

in the Baltic as well as foster international and multicultural 

learning. The course will offer a state-of-the-art overview of 

matters related to energy efficiency and will be a timely contribution towards efforts in the 

internationalization, networking and cultural interaction among local government officials, 

practitioners and students from Baltic countries. 

The Summer Course consists of various lectures clustered in different modules. Each module 

is delivered by means of lectures, followed by discussions or group work. Upon completion of 

the Summer Course, participants will be required to write short essays (8-10 pages) on ener-

gy efficiency which will subsequently be assessed. The work performed in the framework of 

the Summer Course can be used as certificate of further education or as a partial fulfilment to 

requirements in graduate or post-graduate studies. 

At the end of the summer course, an official Certificate of participation will be issued by the 

Baltic University Programme to all participants who have attended the Summer Course and 

have successfully submitted their essays. 

More information and the official programme can be found at PLEEC Project Summer Course 

on Energy Efficiency. 

About the projects 

The FP7-project PLEEC (Planning for Energy Efficient Cities) is aiming 

to make European cities more energy efficient. By connecting scientific 

excellence and innovative enterprises in the energy sector with ambi-

tious and well-organized cities, the project aims to reduce energy use 

in Europe and will therefore be an important tool contributing to the EU's 20-20-20 targets. 

On the basis of six participating European middle-sized cities PLEEC will develop a model for 

energy efficient and sustainable city planning. 

The GPEE project (German Polish Energy Efficiency Project) fosters energy efficiency in build-

ings as a means to contribute to climate protection in German and Polish Cities. The focus of 

the project is to develop a facade technology for “zero-emission buildings”. By doing so, the 

project contributes to the implementation of national and EU regula-

tions to energy reduction especially in the building sector. GPEE is run-

ning from March 2013 until March 2016 and is funded by the German 

Federal Ministry for Education and Research (BMBF) and the Polish 

Ministry of Science and Higher Education. The binational project con-

sortium consists of German and Polish academic and industrial part-

ners. 
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4th BUP Rectors Conference 

The 4th BUP Rectors Conference will be held in Visby 22—24 October. 

During the meeting the current and future developments of BUP will be 

discussed. Other topics include cooperation in research and education as 

well as the organizational development of the Baltic University Pro-

gramme. 

During the meeting the winners of the BUP PhD Award 2014 will receive 

their prize. 

For registration and more information on the Conference, Visby and Got-

land please see the Rectors’ Conference web site. 

Note also that registration for the conference is possible after 30th Sep-

tember but at an extra cost. 

BUP News 

BUP Teachers Training Conference: Education for Sustainability 

The conference that will take place in Rogów, Poland the 27–30  

October will deal with the challenges regarding education for sustainabil-

ity in higher education: transforming information from knowledge to 

learning, enhancing competences for actions "in real life”, problem based, 

active learning environments and interdisciplinary approaches. 

Based on the evaluations from our previous seminar in Turku, Finland in 

November 2014 “hands-on tools”: pedagogical methods, creative, inter-

active and integrative learning environments should be prioritized. Thus we are happy to an-

nounce that Dr. Mona Lisa Dahms from Aalborg University will share her long experience on 

the principles of Problem Based Learning.  

We encourage you to propose topics for workshops and short presentations via e-mail to:  

Ea Blomqvist, the Finnish BUP Centre at Åbo Akademi University 

2nd BUP PhD Training 

The 2nd BUP PhD-training will take place 26-30 November, 2014 in Rogów, Poland. We are 

happy to invite new PhD students from the BUP network universities to apply for participation 

in the second BUP Training for PhD Students. The objective is to give PhD students from the 

BUP network a possibility to meet and discuss scientific questions with focus on sustainable 

development in an interdisciplinary, international, multicultural, and regional context. 

For further information on this event please contact Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski at the Polish BUP 

Centre 

New Students’ Representative in the BUP Board 

Ahmed Mansour is the new BUP students representative in the BUP internat-

ional board. He is studying Information Technology in Helsinki, Finland. Ori-

ginally he comes from Cairo, Egypt. 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.bup.fi/rectorsmeeting14/
mailto:ea.blomqvist@abo.fi
mailto:ireneusz.zbicinski@p.lodz.pl


BUP Annual Report 2013 

The BUP Annual Report 2013 has just been published. In addition to course statis-

tics and financial information there are also reports from a number of BUP activi-

ties throughout the Baltic Sea Region. These include the BUP Students Confer-

ences in Rogów and Vilnius, SAIL for Teachers, the PhD Students Conference, and 

much more. 

You may download your own copy on this link (pdf-file). Editor for the report is 

Magnus Lehman. 

A new book has been published by Walter Leal, BUP Centre Director in Hamburg, Germany in 

cooperation with Marina Kovaleva 

Food Waste and Sustainable Food Waste Management in the Baltic Sea Region 

by Walter Leal and Marina Kovaleva 

This work presents the findings of an extensive study on the state-of-the-art re-

garding the problem of food waste in Belarus, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithua-

nia, Poland and Sweden. The results show that the problem of food waste can be 

found at different levels in each country and that our knowledge of it is limited by 

the current lack of studies in the area. The problem is primarily due to food waste 

generated by the manufacturing sector, mostly in the form of unused or ineffi-

ciently used by-products, as well as on a share of food thrown away by house-

holds that is still suitable for human consumption. The main reduction/prevention 

method, applied across the countries, is food donation; the remaining methods 

are the same ones used for biodegradable waste in the respective countries. The 

findings gathered in this study show a number of potential measures/methods for 

sustainable food waste management, which may be considered in future works in 

order to reduce the amounts of food waste generated in each of the aforemen-

tioned countries. 
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More News 

A World War I poster by 

Canada Food Board. 

Research Survey 

The use of AtKisson Group Tools and Methods at Universities 

This survey has been created as a basis for data collection for a research article in a special 

issue of the journal 'Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education' focusing on sustainability 

assessment in HE. 

The purpose is to map the worldwide use of the ‘AtKisson Group Tools and Methods’ at Higher 

Education Institutions (HEIs) and to report on this in the article (where 3 more detailed 'case 

studies' will be described). 

We would like to invite you to fill in relevant information from your university by 30th Sep-

tember 2014 in order to be included in the research article (if you provide your name with 

your survey, we’ll acknowledge your contribution in the ‘Acknowledgements’ of the article). 

Your participation is much appreciated. The survey link is: http://bit.ly/1tZFLPW  

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/component/docman/doc_download/1756-bup-annual-report-2013
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://bit.ly/1tZFLPW
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Announcement 

Second Baltic Conference on  

Education for Sustainable Development 

“Working and Learning Together” 

Development Bulb (Riga) in collaboration with The Swedish Embassy 

in Riga are proud to announce the Second Baltic Conference on Edu-

cation for Sustainable Development, to be held from December 12th-

14th 2014, at The Baltic Beach Hotel, in Jurmala, Latvia. This event 

is organized in partnership with SWEDESD (Sweden), the Institute of 

Sustainable Education at Daugavpils University (Latvia), Green Dossi-

er (Ukraine), the Centre for Sustainable Education (Estonia), Youth 

International Education Club Newline (Belarus) and Uppsala Universi-

ty (Sweden). This Conference is financially supported by NordPlus 

and The Baltic University Program. 

Education for sustainable development (ESD) is present in each field and sector where con-

cerns for sustainable development manifest themselves. The business sector addresses cor-

porate social responsibility (CSR) issues and green growth, governments promote good gov-

ernance and efficient service delivery and through various regulations try to conserve dimin-

ishing natural resources while securing comfortable lives for their citizens. Stakeholders in the 

performing arts, fashion, design and architecture are expressing growing concerns for sus-

tainable development and wish to engage people in finding long-lasting and smart solutions. 

There is no field that is entirely ignorant of the sustainability challenges. And where there is a 

challenge, there is a space for education and learning. 

The conference participants are the key professionals with existing knowledge and experience 

in ESD in various sectors – be it business, education or the arts, each of them having their 

own agendas and directions for developing their ESD-related practice and expertise. There-

fore, lengthy keynote speeches or lectures will be avoided and space for action and interac-

tion will be opened-up. The conference will seek to answer the following questions: How can 

we work and learn together? Are there innovative ways for education and learning that we 

can identify together? Are there ways to cooperate in order to create knowledge and skills for 

sustainable development? For the first time this conference invites a wide spectrum of stake-

holders to learn together and create new synergies for joint actions. The conference is largely 

workshop-based and will end with presentations of joint project ideas and action planned by 

the participants themselves.  

This conference continues what was started during the conferences “The Power of ESD” held 

in Visby in 2012 and  “The First Baltic School Conference on Education for Sustainable Devel-

opment” held in Riga the following year. This conference, while keeping education and learn-

ing central, will aim to step outside the usual borders of educational institutions, and focus on 

ESD in a broader sense. Therefore, the conference will gather multiple practitioners coming 

from educational institutions, businesses, the arts, civil society organizations and other sec-

tors. 

Participation is limited to 100 participants and is by invitation only.  

For further information, please contact Maija Kale at the following address: maija@bulb.lv 
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Subscribe and Unsubscribe 

The BUP Newsletter publishes materials on the BUP, BUP activities and on sustainable  

development in the Baltic Sea Region. The newsletter is published four times per year and 

distributed by e-mail through the BUP mailing-list.  

How to subscribe or unsubscribe to the BUP Newsletter 

If you want to unsubscribe from the BUP mailing-list you may send an e-mail to:  

sympa@lists.uu.se.  

In the subject line you write: SIGNOFF balticuniversity 

To subscribe you instead write SIGNON balticuniversity in the subject line. 

Or, better, if you want to subscribe or unsubscribe to the mailing-list send an e-mail to  

Magnus Lehman at the BUP secretariat and he will help you. 

Last but not Least 

Do not forget to visit: 

The BUP web site with the latest information from the BUP network. Here you will also find 

downloadable educational material and other publications, some sustainable development 

news and much more. 

The Finnish BUP web site with the latest information on education for both students and 

teachers in the BUP network 

And if you like us visit and join our facebook page. 

Autumn is finally here (Epilobium angustifolium). 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
mailto:sympa@lists.uu.se
mailto:magnus.lehman@csduppsala.uu.se
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/boll-online-library
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/news
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/news
http://www.bup.fi/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Baltic-University-Programme/146582272072325

