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Wind in the Sails! 

This month we have sailed with 

33 teachers on a one week tour 

on board STS Fryderyk Chopin, 

from Gdynia in Poland to Visby 

on Gotland, Sweden, and back. 

On board we had a course on 

sustainability and we sailed the 

ship together with the crew. 

The most courageous climbed 

up to the highest yards when 

the sails were set. The course is 

part of the BUP programme for 

competence development for 

teachers. This first course on 

board a sail training ship was 

financed by Uppsala University, 

to celebrate the union between 

Uppsala University and Gotland University which is going to take place from 

July 1st this year. In Visby we had very good presentations about on-going 

research which has a special focus on cultural aspects of sustainability, and I 

am convinced that the contacts that were made will be elaborated on in the 

future.  

This year the SAIL-course (Sustainability Applied in International Learning) 

is very popular. We had more than 30 teachers applying for the 8 positions 

in the teachers’ team on board. In these days the selection of 33 students is 

taking place among more than 200 applicants.  

More maritime news: initiated by VASAB, a planning project on education on 

Maritime Spatial Planning was finalized in April, and a course for profession-

als is now announced. With this first course we wish to fill the need of inter-

national education and cooperation in this new field and, at a later stage, to 

introduce the topic at universities.  

This spring the BUP course for PhD-students is introduced as the second new 

BUP activity. This first-ever course with focus on PhD-level students will be 

organized 27-30 October, 2013. This course is in line with the guidance from 

BUP rectors at their conference in October 2011, where they recommended 

BUP to focus on more research cooperation, as well as competence develop-

ment for teachers, campus greening and the introduction of voluntary contri-

butions. The possibility to contribute to the BUP network was introduced in 

summer 2012, and we can now see the first result – the PhD-course - of 

these contributions. We thank all contributing universities! 

All this is made possible with the support from universities and enthusiastic 

persons in the network.  

 

Paula Lindroos 

Director 

mailto:christian.andersson@csduppsala.uu.se
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


 

Upcoming Events 

 

June 

17—19  BUP Centre Directors Meeting, Nagawki, Poland. 

 

July 

7—27  Sendzimir Summer Academy: Challenges of Sustainable Development in Poland. 

 Torun, Poland 

 

August 

1—5 Baltic Artek, Kaliningrad, Russia 

10—24 SAIL course on board STS Fryderyk Chopin. Szczecin, Poland to Bergen, Norway. 

 

September 

17—21 Summer Course: Sustainability and Waste Management, Hamburg, Germany 

 

October 

27 –30 PhD Students Workshop / Training, Rogów, Poland. 

 

November 

15—17  BUP Students’ Autumn Conference 

 

 

Note: The dates for the events may change. 

For further and latest information on the upcoming events please see the BUP Calendar and 

List of Events.  

Prgrammes, presentations and other materials from earlier BUP events are possible to down-

load from the Presentations section of the web site. 
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One of the former students of the BUP SAIL course has successfully implemented a project 

developed during the course. This is her story: 

 

Ceres Tool Library 

Text and photo: Marina Povitkina  

 

How the idea appeared 

When I moved in to my student apartment, it was completely empty - I needed to fix my  

furniture, make something decent of the old walls and get everything cleaned up properly. As 

a typical international student, I didn’t have the necessary tools to fix anything and a tight 

budget did not allow me to buy the necessary appliances. Thus my paintings went decorating 

the storage room. 

Inspired for sustainability action after a Summer Academy on Challenges of Sustainable De-

velopment in Poland at the Sendzimir Foundation I was looking for something good to do for 

the future of our planet. At the same time I was preparing for a Baltic University Programme 

course – Sustainability Applied in International Learning (SAIL) and was required to present a 

project idea. An idea that a team of sustainability students and professionals could help  

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://www.sendzimir.org.pl/en/challenges
http://www.sendzimir.org.pl/en/challenges


develop into a feasible project plan during the course. 

While reading the updates of my new friends from the sustainability course in Poland on  

Facebook, I saw a repost of an announcement for a webinar on How to start a tool library 

by the Centre of New American Dream. The ideas connected without further thinking – a tool 

library was something our (and any) student community really needed for reducing our eco-

logical footprint and improving the sustainability of our lifestyles, and simply to facilitate stu-

dents’ lives. As a result, this was the project I came with to the BUP course. 

 

Developing the plan 

The BUP SAIL Course provided a unique opportunity to exchange ideas with an international 

team of students and teachers and develop my hunch into a full action plan.  

My great team members gave me a fantastic initial push to the project, worked on the ideas 

and solutions, and prepared a wonderful presentation for attracting sponsors and supporters: 

Susanne Heinze, Vitaliy Soloviy, Michael Anufriev, Jingjing Liu. Also the teachers, Dominika 

Stygar, Katarzyna Michalczyk, Piotr Prus, Lennart Lennuk and Martin Hauptvogl, contributed 

with invaluable ideas and comments. 

 

Implementation 

Straight after I came back from the course, I applied for funding from the Sendzimir Founda-

tion – who hosted the sustainability course in Poland that I took the whole inspiration from. 

Getting the funding gave the necessary push for my determination to start the project. How-

ever, it was not the money that played a crucial role, but the support, constant feedback and 

monthly reports which motivated me to implement the necessary further steps. 

The implementation took around 6 months (with breaks). During this time I tried to get as 

much support as possible, contacting different NGOs, student organizations and companies-

manufacturers of the tools. At the same time, by means of a survey I was searching for vol-

unteers in my student area and learned what my fellow students think about the idea. 

As a result, the project got local support, room, volunteers and most importantly – tools to 

sufficiently stock the library. Most of the tools were donated and facebook announcements did 

most of the job here. However, numerous posters around the town, emailing and word-of-

mouth helped a lot as well.  

When everything was ready, it was a time for the opening ceremony, which was necessary to 

remind people about the idea. The opening was accompanied by a bicycle workshop and  

coffee with snacks and was an excellent opportunity for the neighbours to get together.  

Thus, thanks to the courses visited this summer with invaluable input for project develop-

ment from BUP SAIL course and funding and inspiration from the Sendzimir Foundation 

course, the tool library now successfully serves a community of 70 student apartments and 

120 people. 

I truly hope that the idea spreads and more tool libraries appear to serve communities, since 

the strength of the idea is in its scale. By means of collaborative consumption we could help 

slow down consumerism, for the future of our planet.  

For more on Ceres Tool Library see http://cerestoollibrary.blogspot.se or contact us at 

ceres.tool.library@gmail.com  
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Maritime Spatial Planning 

 

The final meeting of the group that has been planning the new in-

ternational BUP course or courses on Maritime Spatial Planning 

met in Malmö 22nd April. Goncalo Carneiro hosted the event on 

behalf of the World Maritime University one of the partners in the 

Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) project. The World Maritime Uni-

versity is a postgraduate university under the United Nations situ-

ated in Malmö, Sweden. 

At the project’s earlier meeting in Szczecin the work was divided in 

two branches. One to develop a TEMPUS application for a MSP at 

the university level and one for a MSP course for professional. It 

showed that for the TEMPUS application the time needed to pre-

pare this rather comprehensive application before the deadline 

simply was not enough. On the other hand it means that that there 

is ample time to write a good application for next year. 

The other branch of the work, the MSP Course for Professionals 

seems, however, to bear fruit. The course will start the 9th Sep-

tember and continue through October and will be a combination of 

distance work and face to face meeting. The face to face meeting 

will be held in Gdansk. There are 20 places available at this course.  

The MSP for Professionals course is endorsed by The Baltic Univer-

sity Programme, Åbo Akademi University, Blekinge Institute of 

Technology, The Maritime Institute of Gdansk, Swedish Institute 

for the Marine Environment, Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency (SIDA), VASAB, World Maritime University and 

NordForsk. 

Due to generous grants from NordForsk and VASAB the course fee 

is only €450. 

You may download a course brochure in the pdf-format for more 

information. 

For the online application form see the BUP web site. The dead-

line for applications is 30th June 2013.  

Lars Emmelin 

Blekinge Institute of Techology 

Andrea Morf 

Swedish Institute for Marine  

Environment 

Jacek Zaucha 

Maritime Institute of Gdansk 

 
Baltic University Programme, CSD Uppsala, Villavägen 16, SE-752 36 Uppsala, Sweden 

Phone: +46 — 18  471 1840 
Web: www.balticuniv.uu.se 

 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/component/docman/doc_download/1554-maritime-spatial-planning-for-professionals
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/index.php/component/content/article/282/876
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


Web Based Educational Material for SD 

Tuesday 23rd April a workshop was held in Uppsala organ-

ised by Sinikka Suomalainen and Ea Blomqvist at the Finnish 

BUP centre at Åbo Akademi University. The workshop was 

entitled Web based educational material for SD and was a 

part of the project ”Development of the Nordic Higher Educa-

tion Networks for Sustainable Development and Green Cam-

pus” funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers 

A small but enthusiastic group of people from the Nordic 

countries participated in this workshop. First Prof. emeritus 

Lars Rydén told about the ideas and the work that led to the 

updated version of the course material for the now outdated 

BUP course A Sustainable Baltic Region. This course material 

is now called Sustainable Development and is available for 

free from the BUP Web Site. He also gave an overview of the content and how it could be 

used in education. Then a discussion followed on the use of interactive web based learning 

methods in general and for sustainable development in particular. In addition some examples 

from the use of these methods were shown and discussed especially the MOOC (massive 

open online courses) concept. 

Uppsala in spring 
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Uzwater Study Visit in Uppsala 

During a few days in the end of May a delegation from 8 

Universities in Uzbekistan were in Uppsala for a study visit at 

CSD Uppsala and the BUP secretariat. It was the second visit 

to Sweden for the TEMPUS project UZWATER. This study vis-

it focused on education for sustainable development. The 

programme for the visit included lectures and excursions.  

The lectures ranged from basic understanding of the concept 

of sustainability and sustainable development by Prof. Lars 

Rydén to peak oil and global energy resources by Prof.  

Mikael Höök to Urban Agriculture by dr Daniel Bergkvist and 

much more.  

Excursions were made in the beautiful early summer weath-

er to Uppsala municipality sewage works, biogas plant and 

bus depot. Another visit was paid to Hågaby eco-village. 

Furthermore discussions were held on how to implement elements of sustainable water man-

agement in the education at the Uzbek universities with examples form the experiences gath-

ered by the Baltic University Programme. 

After the study visit in Uppsala the delegation from the doubly land-locked and drought prone 

Uzbekistan continued by boat from Stockholm to Riga for the next study visit. 

For more information on the project and some more photos see the UZWATER web site. 

The Uzbek delegation during the study visit to Uppsala 

municipality sewage and energy works 

Photo: Lars Rydén.. 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/sustainabledevelopmentcourse
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/
http://uzwater.ktu.lt/


BUP in Denmark 

by Henrik Knudsen 

 

BUP Denmark and Nordic countries met at RUC in Roskilde on the 25th of April. The goal was 

to develop the focus for BUP Denmark and Nordic countries. How should the BUP network be 

used to develop education in sustainable development at Higher Educational Institutions? 

The RUC hosts Hans Aage and Thomas Skou Grindsted, had arranged good meeting facilities 

and excellent catering, so the settings (and the weather) was perfect. 

Visiting Svenja Schmidt from BUP in Germany gave an update on how the network has devel-

oped in Germany since 1996. Ea Maria Blomqvist from Åbo Akademi University gave a good 

overview of the recent history and current focus for BUP as a whole. During the meeting Lars 

Rydén joined on SKYPE and gave an introduction to some of the numerous options on the web 

based course in sustainable development www.balticuniv.uu.se/

sustainabledevelopmentcourse.  

Center Director for Denmark Henrik Knud-

sen from AU-Herning gave an update on 

some of the meetings and ideas from the 

past year of BUP Denmark’s history, in-

cluding the discussion of how and under 

which circumstances the new initiative of 

the network members contributing to the 

financing could be tackled. 

On upcoming activities there was a wish to 

start virtual courses. The outset agreed 

upon was to aim for a pilot course in Den-

mark – hopefully spring 2014, involving 

Helle Hillers representing University Col-

lege Zealand, Thomas Skou Grindsted rep-

resenting Roskilde University and Henrik 

Knudsen representing AU-Herning. Follow-

ing a successful pilot course with these 3 

institutions the course can be rolled out 

and incorporate other interested institu-

tions (from the BUP network), with the cur-

rent goal for roll out in fall 2014.  

Another topic in focus, but not yet specified to the same extent was the question of co-

operation in research projects and fund seeking, one possible option being to include these 

aspects in the current implementation of the virtual courses. 

Following a good day with many interesting discussions and goals for the future, a new goal 

was suggested: that each participant for the annual meeting 2014, from their own network 

would find 2-3 people interested in actively supporting the BUP network. 
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Henrik Knudsen in action at the white and black board. 

Photo: Sinikka Suomalainen. 

http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/sustainabledevelopmentcourse/
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/sustainabledevelopmentcourse/
http://www.balticuniv.uu.se/


Other News 

Transboundary Watershed Territories 

Students, post-graduate students, young scientists and supervi-

sors! You are invited to take part in the International seminar: 

Transboundary Watershed Territories: Finland and Russia – 

White Sea Watershed. The seminar includes an expedition to the 

White Sea on board the research vessel Ekolog and research ed-

ucation sessions for young scientists. It will be organized on 3 - 

6 August 2013 in the Republic of Karelia, Russia. 

For more information and application form please see the BUP 

Web Site. Deadline for applications: 30 June 2013. 

 

RECO Baltic 21 TECH 

The final conference of the RECO Baltic 21 Tech (RB21T) project 

will be organised in Minsk, Belarus on 17th of October 2013. the 

RB21T aims to improve waste management in the BSR by identi-

fication and exchange of good practices, to consider waste as an 

asset for innovations, business opportunities and employment. At 

the conference the outputs from the project will be presented 

and put into its context. We will also have interesting presenta-

tions from outside the project all strengthening the knowledge on 

how to reach a sustainable waste management. 

All information, such as agenda, registration form and visa infor-

mation can be found at  

http://www.recobaltic21.net/en/final-conference-2013.html 

 

Education and Training for Sustainable Development 

The International Scientific Conference: Education and Training 

for Sustainable Development: Experiences, Challenges, and Pro-

spects will take place at the Ukrainian National Forestry Universi-

ty in Lviv, Ukraine. 19 - 20 December 2013. 

For more information please see the BUP Web Site 

Deadline for applications: 15th October 2013. 

 
The research vessel Ekolog. 
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The BUP Newsletter publishes materials on the BUP, BUP activities and on sustainable  

development in the Baltic Sea Region. The newsletter is published four times per year and 

distributed by e-mail through the BUP mailing-list. Contributions are most welcome, please 

contact the editor. 

 

How to subscribe or unsubscribe to the BUP Newsletter 

If you want to unsubscribe from the BUP mailing-list you may send an e-mail to:  

BALTICUNIVERSITY@lists.uu.se. In the subject line you write: unsubscribe balticuniversi-

ty.  

To subscribe you instead write subscribe balticuniversity in the subject line. 

Or, better, if you want to subscribe or unsubscribe to the mailing-list send an e-mail to  

Magnus Lehman at the BUP secretariat and he will help you. 

BUP Newsletter Archive 

You may find all previous issues of the BUP Newsletter at the BUP Newsletter Archive. They 

are in the pdf-format and free to download. The first issue was published in 2004. 

Last but not least:  

Have a nice summer! 
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