
October 27, 2008

Dear BUP Friends,

Summer has already passed and we are soon in No-
vember.  Four years ago on June 10th, I was on my 
way home from Hrodna, Belarus and my first Centre 
Directors meeting, which had been very interesting. 
On the border between Belarus and Poland I re-
ceived a phone call in the bus. A little mare foal had 
been born at home. This spring she was started and 
has given me much pleasure when riding her.  Since 

the previous Newsletter in June, we have been busy with the Ecosystem Health and Sustainable 
Agriculture project. Both sailing on the brig Chopin and on smaller boats in the Mazury Lakes 
took place this summer and some lucky students had a good time. For the first time, it was pos-
sible to grant ECTS points to the students for these summer activities. In August we found out 
that EU financing from the EEA grant and Norwegian financial mechanism had been granted for 
the project that we participate in regarding production of educational materials on Environme-
ntal Education and Sustainable Development in Latvia together with the University of Latvia and 
the Ministry of Environment in Latvia. 

A Centre Directors and Mentors Meeting was held on the beautiful coast of Lithuania, in 
Nida on the Curonian Spit in 11-12 September.  The organisation of the BUP network and tasks 
of the national Centres were in focus. Good discussions and agreement on future actions took 
place. The BUP Centre in Hamburg held a summer course on climate change and sustainable 
development for BUP students on September  24-27th  which was much appreciated. 

For the first time ever, we held on 6-11 October, 2008, a one week course on education for 
sustainable development (ESD) “Training in ESD through an inter-regional perspective - The Baltic 
Sea and Mediterranean regions” for 22 university teachers from the Baltic Sea region and for 14 
teachers from Greece. The course was held at Uppsala  University. It was financed by Sida’s Baltic 
Sea Unit for the Baltic Sea region and by EU’s LEONARDO da VINCI Programme for the Greek 
participants. Great interest was shown for the course and participation was at a high level. Many 
exciting discussions and exchange of experience were results of the course. This is hopefully only 
the start of a great cooperation between the Baltic Sea and Mediterranean regions on ESD. On 
November 18-19, I am invited to participate and present experience from BUP networking at a 
meeting in Athens, Working Conference/ Launching of the Network of Mediterranean Universities 
for ESD as they plan to start a similar university network around the Mediterranean Sea.

On October 17th a Board Meeting was held and some of the main issues were the coming 
Rectors conference that will be held in October 2009 and on the prolongation of the position 
of Director of the BUP as it will end on July 1st 2009. The meeting decided to recommend a 
prolongation with a three year period, as all programme director positions at Uppsala Centre of 
Sustainable Development (which the BUP Secretariat is a part of) are for 3 year periods.

We are currently organizing and will hold for the first time ever, a second Students Con-
ference the same year, but in the autumn. It will be held on November 12-16th in Szczecin, 
Poland. The topic is climate change. This Students conference is possible thanks only to financial 
support by the Maritime University of Szczecin and the Swedish Institute.

We also received some bad news in September, as the increase in our basic financing for 
the secretariat that we were hoping to receive from the Swedish Ministry of Education did not 
come through. The Secretariat must continue to work with our financing “on a shoestring” as 
was noted in the international evaluation report of BUP performed in 2005-6 and with a the-
refore minimized secretariat. But if we all cooperate together and consider what we can do for 
the network, we will be successful in the long run! I hope that you enjoy this issue,

Christine
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The winter after meeting colleagues from Karelia in Novgorod last year we received 
an invitation to take part in the 3rd Regional Training Conference for Young Scientists 
”Aquatic Environment and Natural Spatial Complexes: Research, Management, Conser-
vation”. We gladly accepted the invitation, since any trip to the neighbour Russia for a 
scientific event makes recent Soviet Union “pals” very excited.

Personally, I have once been to Karelia before – as a student of the Latvian Univer-
sity doing a field session in geography back in 1989. Much water has flown under the 
bridge since then, and I was naturally curious to see how Karjala lives today.

So, late in August, we – four young scientists from Latvia representing Daugavpils 
University and Rezekne Higher Education Institution, set off on a long trip to Karelia 
via St. Petersburg. In a day and a half we reached our destination – the City of Petroza-
vodsk, which “welcomed” us with rainstorm and high wind coming from Lake Onego. 
The Conference was organized by the Northern Water Problems Institute of the 
Russian Academy of Science Karelian Research Centre jointly with Karelian State Pe-
dagogical University. The conference programme was rich and diverse. We have learnt 
from numerous presentations and posters by young researchers many interesting facts 
about study and problems of the aquatic environment not only in Karelia but throug-
hout Northwest Russia. We felt that Latvian experience of research into natural spatial 
complexes also evoked interest among conference participants. Research results can be 
found in more detail in the conference proceedings.

We were also offered an extensive cultural programme through which one could 
get familiar with the history, culture and nature of Karelia. The participants visited Kare-
lian Regional Study Museum, listened eagerly to a performance by Karelian folk musi-
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Conference in Karelia
through the eyes of guests from Latvia



cians, learnt about some interesting traits of the lifestyle of Vepsä people, got familiar 
with the process of quartzite mining, took a swim (bravest ones only) and drank tea 
on Lake Onego shore.

The focus on scientific learning was maintained during the excursion in Petrozav-
odsk Bay on board of the research vessel “Ekolog”. During the hydrological excursion 
on River Shuja the participants demonstrated courage and agility going down rapids in 
catamarans.

Despite the rainstorm and autumn chill, we were hosted in Karelia with warmth 
and hospitality. We are grateful to all organizers, but special thanks are due to Tatiana 
Regerand, Sergei Potakhin and Yuri Salo.

To be continued – the seventh international conference “Environment, Technology, 
Resources” will take place in Rezekne, the heart of eastern Latvia, in June 2009, and 
our new colleagues and friends from Karelia and St. Petersburg have already agreed 
to participate. It is a gratifying fact, given that environmental problems of the Baltic 
Region are to be handled through cooperation of all countries, and personal contacts 
between scientists promote progress towards our common objective – sustainable 
development in the region.

    Ivars Matisovs,
    Lecturer of Department of Natural and Engineering Sciences, 
    Rezekne Higher Education Institution, Latvia 
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BREAKING NEWS

The Baltic 21 Strategic project 
titled Eco-regions has been 
approved financing from the 
first call of the Baltic Sea Region 
Programme 2007-2013. The 
BUP is a partner in this project 
where Germany and the Federal 
Ministry of Environment is the 
Lead Partner. BUP will play a key 
role in disseminating experience 
from Eco-Region via numerous 
conferences, seminars and mee-
tings. On the basis of its wide 
network and project experience, 
BUP will be instrumental in the 
Best Practice Collection, provide 
expertise in the criteria develop-
ment, cross-sectoral assessment 
and handbook production. It 
will fill good practice gaps not 
covered by some of the other 
sectors. As such it will also con-
tribute expertise to the policy 
development of Baltic 21 and SD 
processes throughout the Baltic 
Sea region.

The Baltic 21 Strategic 
project titled Learning Arenas 
under the Lead Partner Finland 
and Åbo Akademi University 
did not receive financing. BUP 
was also a partner here. As no 
details are known today on the 
decisions, no strategy exists to 
push this project further for the 
future. We hope that this will be 
possible, as this is an important 
project for the Education Sector 
in the Baltic Sea region.

Christine Jakobsson
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Belarus
Dr Siarhei Darozhka
Belarusian National Technical University
Dept. of Ecology
F. Skaryna Ave. 65
BY-220 027 Minsk, Belarus
ph: +375-17-239 91 29
fax: +375-17-231 30 49
dorozhko@bntu.by

Czech Republic
Dr Alena Labodova
Technical University of Ostrava 
Institute of Environmental Engineering
17.listopadu 15
708 33 Ostrava-Poruba
ph: +420-59-699 55 40
fax: +420-59-699 30 40
alena.labodova@vsb.cz

Denmark
Assoc. Prof. Uffe Jakobsen
University of Copenhagen
Dept. of Political Science
Øster Farimagsgade 5
POB 2099 
DK-1014 Copenhagen
ph: +45-35-32 34 04
fax: +45-35-32 33 99
uj@ifs.ku.dk

Estonia
Assoc. Prof. Tatyana Polajeva
Tallinn University of Technology
Dept. of Economics
Ehitajate tee 5
EE-190 86 Talllin
ph: +372-6-20 35 40
fax: +372-6-20 20 20
tpoljaev@edu.ttu.ee

Finland
Dr Paula Lindroos
Åbo Akademi University
Centre for Continuing Education
Fabriksgatan 2
FI-205 00 Turku/Åbo
ph: +358-2-215 41 25
fax: +358-2-215 49 43
paula.lindroos@abo.fi

Germany
Prof. Walter Leal Filho
Hamburg University of Applied Sciences
Faculty of Life Sciences
Lohbruegger Kirchstraße 65 
21033 Hamburg 
ph: +49-40-42875-6313
mobile: +49-172-7835489
fax: +49-40-42875-6499
e-mail: walter.leal@ls.haw-hamburg.de

Latvia
Assoc. Prof. Andris Spricis
University of Latvia
Centre for Environmental Studies 
48 Kr. Valdemara Str.
LV-1013 Riga
ph: +371-7-37 25 97
fax: +371-7-22 50 39
spricis@acad.latnet.lv

Ecosystem Health

and Sustainable Agriculture

A short Resumé

The Baltic 21 Lighthouse project Ecosystem Health and Sustainable Agriculture is developing a 
new educational package for higher education on ecosystem health and sustainable agriculture. 
At the same time a series of training seminars are being held in St. Petersburg and Kaliningrad in 
Russia, in Tartu, Estonia, Jelgava, Latvia, Kaunas, Lithuania and Rogow, Poland. Universities in two 
networks, the Baltic University Programme and the Envirovet Baltic, are involved. The Steering 
group for the project is a cooperation between Uppsala University, Sweden (Christine Jakobsson, 
Ingrid Karlsson) and the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (Leif Norrgren), together 
with the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, representing the Great Lakes Region (Prof. 
Borje Gustafsson). Three books for use in university education are being produced: Land use and 
Rural Development; Sustainable Agriculture; Ecology and Animal Health.

The process started with a Planning Meeting held in Kaunas in September 2005 for some 
thirty experts financed by the Swedish Institute. After that considerable efforts were put into 
securing financing for the project. The next step was a Kick-Off Meeting held in Tallinn on No-
vember 27-29, 2006.  Thirty-five experts from nine countries participated in the meeting, as well 
as a participant from the Baltic Sea Unit of Sida, that financed the meeting. EHSA was presented 
at both the Baltic 21 Education sector Meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland in August 2006 and at the 
Baltic 21 Agriculture sector Meeting in Rostock, Germany on February 21-23, 2007 and propo-
sed to be a Baltic 21 Lighthouse project. It was thereafter presented at the SOG 26 meeting in 
March 2007 and accepted as a Lighthouse project. 

Developments after receiving Baltic 21 Lighthouse status

An EHSA meeting took place in Kaliningrad in April 2007. In June 2007 the reference group for 
the project had a meeting in Uppsala. The Project Director Christine Jakobsson held a key-note 
speech in both August 2007 and August 2008 in connection to the Agricultural Exhibition and 
Agricultural Congress in St. Petersburg. The Modules on Land use and Rural Development and 
Sustainable Agriculture held their Editors meetings in October 2007. The writing of the educa-
tional materials proceeds. In November 2007 a planning meeting with the Russian coordinators 
took place in Uppsala where the organization of the training seminars was discussed, as well as 
a visit was taken to the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and a couple of organic dairy 
farms. The next planning meeting with the Russian coordinators was held in Pushkin in August 
2008..

Photo Credit: European Community
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Lithuania
Assoc. Prof. Linas Kliucininkas
Kaunas University of Technology
Dept. for Environmental Engineering
Radvilenu Str. 19
LT-502 54 Kaunas
ph: +370-37-35 10 08
fax: +370-37-30 01 52
linas.kliucininkas@ktu.lt

Poland
Prof. Ireneusz Zbicinski
Technical University of Lodz
Faculty of Process and Environmental Engine-
ering
ul. Wolczanska 213
PL-93-005 Lodz
ph: +48 - 42 - 631 37 83, +48 - 42 - 631 37 82
fax: + 46 - 42 - 636 49 23
baltlodz@mail.p.lodz.pl

Russia
Assoc. Prof. Victor V. Ionov
St Petersburg State University
Division of International Baltic and Arctic 
Projects
10th Line 33/35
RU-199 178 St Petersburg
ph: +7-812-328 70 46
fax: +7-812-328 71 46
victor@baltic.lgu.spb.su 
or victor@vi3787.spb.edu

Dr Helena Kropinova
Kaliningrad State University
Faculty of Services
A. Nevskogo Str., 14
RU-236 041 Kaliningrad
ph: +7 4012 535204
mobile: +7 4012 388552
fax: +7 4012 538281
kropinova@mail.ru

Slovakia
Eng. Alexander Feher
Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra
Department of Sustainable Development
Marianska 10,
SK-949 01 Nitra
Slovak Republic
T: +421-37-6415626 F: +421-37-6415632
alexander.feher@uniag.sk
sandfeher@yahoo.com
feher@afnet.uniag.sk

Sweden
Dr Hans Svensson 
Gotland University 
Centre for Education and Research
SE-621 67 Visby
ph: +46-498-29 98 7
fax: +46-498-29 99 62
hans.svensson@hgo.se

Ukraine
Assoc. Prof. Iryna Kriba
Ivan Franko National University of Lviv
Faculty of International Relations
1 Universytetska Str.
UA-796 02 Lviv
ph: +380-322-96 44 53
fax: +380-322-72 79 73
nordic@franko.lviv.ua

On 13-14 December 2007 the Training Seminar for Sustainable Agriculture was held in St. 
Petersburg. The same training seminar was held on 14-16 January in Kaliningrad and on 6-8 
February 2008 in Tartu, Estonia. Land Use and Rural Development Training seminars were held 
on 11-12 February in St. Petersburg, on 14-15 February in Kaliningrad and in Kaunas on 19-20 
February. Ecology and Animal Health Training Seminars were held on 11 March in St. Petersburg, 
Russia and on May 7 in Jelgava, Latvia. 

The EHSA project was accepted as a United Nations Partnership for Sustainable Develop-
ment in April 2008. It was presented at a Partnership Fair at the UN Commission for Sustaina-
ble Development 16 Meeting on May 6th, 2008 in New York. The partnership status includes an 
invitation to come and present results every year at the United Nations.  The project was also 
presented in connection with the Baltic 21 Side-event that was also held at the UN CSD 16 
Meeting on May 7th. 

All three Modules held editors meetings on June 24 in Vilnius, Lithuania. These meetings 
were directly followed by an Authors Meeting on June 25-26 with 30 authors from nine 
countries. The status of the material in connection with that meeting was that the module 2 
consisted of about 200 pages, the module 3 of 300 and the module 4 of about 200 pages at 
that time. Constructive discussions took place and agreements were reached in many cases on 
additions and changes to the contents. 

A series of Final Training Seminars are planned for this autumn: Kaliningrad on 26-28th 
November; Warsaw on December 3-5th; Pushkin on December 16-18th. These seminars will 
contain all three modules and will be offered to university teachers, experts, administrators, 
advisory service experts and to some students. We expect the book production to be finalised 
during 2009. The project will be followed up by a new project to support the agri-environme-
ntal extension service in the Baltic Sea region. The new project will take place in cooperation 
with Keep Baltic Tidy, the Federation of Swedish Farmers and WWF. It will in part be financed 
by the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency and if successful by the EU Baltic Sea Re-
gion Programme 2007-2013 application for the Baltic 21 Learning Arenas project under the 
Lead Partner Paula Lindroos, Åbo Akademi. The Learning Arena is “Stewardships for the future 
– University – Agriculture cooperation”.

Christine Jakobsson

Participants at the EHSA Training Seminar on excursion to the new Veterinary Clinic at Tartu 
University of Life Sciences, February 2008.
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In late June last summer, while most students and teachers in our region 
were enjoying the summer vacation, a lucky few including myself, were 
packing our bags and preparing ourselves to sign on! Soon, on a pier out-
side of Kiel, the polish brig STS Fryderyk Chopin, would be awaiting its 
new crew, consisting of about 25 students and 10 teachers from the Baltic 
University Programme. 

The BUP sailing of this year was performed in a somewhat different 
shape, as it now has been integrated into the International Erasmus Pro-
gramme in the form of an Intensive Programme. 

But the organizers from the Baltic University Programme were no 
beginners in this sense, this year’s sailing was the 11:th in a row, providing 
students from the countries of the Baltic region the fabulous opportunity 
to learn about our Sustainability and other key elements of our region, on 
a tall ship as a classroom, and with the open seas as the school yard!

I think we all agree with initial comments of the Erasmus office: “The 
project contains a very innovative element as the intensive program is 
taking the participants around the Baltic Sea” and also “the feature of 
combining academic studies with the hardships of a sailing boat is highly 
innovative and interesting”.

Intensive training under sails
the purpose of the SAIL

Sustainability Applied in International Learning

Photos by Peter Ambros.
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Glassy waters ahead! …but no time to sleep!

After initial training in Kiel, the Chopin set sails to Aarhus, Denmark. Af-
ter our Denmark call, we actually left our Baltic Sea, and headed for the 
Atlantic Ocean! After a fair amount of days on open waters, we sighted 
the inlets of the Norwegian fjords. We entered Hardangerfjorda, a no 
less than xx Nautical Miles long fjord, which took us far into the heart 
of the country, to the friendly little village of Odda, tucked away behind 
high mountains and connected to the Atlantic Ocean by the narrow fjord. 
Here we were greeted by the friendly inhabitants, offered a visit to the 
local museum as well as invited to a barbecue in private home, on a hill in 
a most spectacular surrounding. 

It was also probably the first time, when our crew of the “Chopin” 
could exchange a day of pulling the sails and other ships duties, for a day 
long excursion climbing the mountains surrounding the village.

Homeward bound! 

After two days in Odda, we left the friendly village with a sail parade and 
a feeling of sadness, and I am sure many of us hoping to return one day, 
with the “Chopin” or on our own.

Ahead of us were again the narrow fjords, before we reached the At-
lantic and could set our sails. By this time we were all familiarized with the 
ship, and had had taken part in most kinds of work that forms the duties 
of the life onboard a sailing ship. Apart from our lectures, these duties 
ranged from sailing the ship, learning it’s 22 different sails, cleaning the 
ship, maintaining the ship to peel the potatoes and help the cook with the 
kitchen duties. The cook who, by the way, allowed some of us to take own 
initiatives such as baking fabulous dessert cakes! 

After touching the pier in Haugesund, to pick up one of our professors, 
the sailing continued to Lysekil on the Swedish west coast. After a day in 
Lysekil we pulled the sails for the last lap, to Swinouschie via the strait of 
Öresund. 

Before signing off we were offered a guided walk of the city, by our 
Polish fellow crewmembers who wanted us to get a glimpse and treat us 
some local delicacies of their home country. 

Name and registry number of ship: Fryderyk Chopin  PZ2777
Type and sail area: Brig 1200m2 with a secondary 440kW engine
Captain: Andrzej Mandygal
Start of cruise: 29 June 2008, Kiel
End of cruise: 16 July Swinoujscie
Visited ports: Kiel, Aarhus, Odda, Haugesund, Lysekil, Swinoujscie
For sail: 176,5 hours
For engine: 70 hours
In port: 143,5 hours
Distance: 1398 Nautical miles
Sailing in gale (Beaufort >8): 0 hours

Photos by Peter Ambros.
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Signing off the “Chopin” in Poland after roughly three weeks onboard, was quite an 
adjustment for most of us. 

Will we ever forget the comradeship? Climbing to the top of the 45 meter high 
masts?  Can we forget “Rolling down to old Maui”, or the Captains tribal shanties? Can 
the ever occurring “All hands on deck”-alarm ever stop ringing in our sub conscience?  
Can we ever forget our sailing home?   

But I think most of us agree with me, that still the most valuable knowledge and 
experience the sailings provide, is the opportunity to get to know each other, and learn 
how much we share in common although we come from different countries and have 
different cultural heritage. A proof of the ties of friendship between the participants, are 
the reunions that has been held in different countries after signing off! Quite a few of 
you fellow crewmembers became really important and valued friends of mine. I think this 
applies for most of us  and what could be more important?

I hope we can set our sails of friendship soon again! 

Peter Ambros 

(From the Foreword)

New BOOK EDUCATION FOR CHANGE
is a handbook for educators by educators and is intended as 
a practical handbook for teaching sustainable development. 

The examples and methods described in the handbook 
have been tested, evaluated and developed to make sustain-
able development both visible and achievable...

The Education for Change team represents organisa-
tions and universities in the Baltic Sea region. Many of us have 
been cooperating for more than ten years in the education 
project Naturewatch Baltic – a project designed to help and 
encourage teachers and students to actively participate in 
sustainable development. ...

It is our sincere hope that you will find it useful.

Gitte Jutvik
Editor

WWF Sweden

Hi, I’m Asta.

I am a PhD student staying at the BUP 
secretariat in Uppsala for 3 months. 
Otherwise the place where I live is 
lovely Lithuania. I study and work at 
the Institute of Education at Kaunas 
University of Technology.

Currently I am working on a thesis 
on the topic ”Sustainable development 
projects – stakeholders’ competence 
development“. After four years of in-
tensive work on sustainable develop-
ment, project management and com-
petence development issues, many 
changes have come about in my world 
due to the concept of sustainability. I 
have learned that life can be more or 
less managed and that most people are 
open for change. I have found an ob-
vious connection between sustainable 
development, project management and 
competence development and some 
BUP projects (Superbs, BUUF, Sus-
tainment). Now I am here in Uppsala 
studying project documents, talking to 
people and learning how sustainable 
development projects comes to life. 
Hopefully I will learn much during my 
stay. So far I have got  an incredibly 
warm welcome, lots of understanding 
and sympathy!

Thanks to all in the BUP team and eve-
ryone of YOU!

Asta Bausyte Petrauskiene

astabp@gmail.com

Photo: Christian Andersson. Photo: Peter Ambros.

BUP
Guest Student
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Report from the BUP Centre’s Meeting 
in Nida, Lithuania, 11-12 September 2008

At this meeting 17 people from nine countries met. The place was the beautiful Nida a 
small town, on the Neringa spit in Lithuania. If you climb the largest sand dune close by 
the lighthouse you will see a breath-taking panorama of the Baltic Sea coast,the forest, 
the sand dunes and the Curonian lagoon.

Country reports showed that many activities are going in the network. BUP books 
are now often used as resource materials rather than being the backbone of a specific 
course. This means that the statistics on the number of participating students not really 
reflects the use of the materials, a fact that must be considered in the future reporting 
of activities.

An impressive report from Estonia mentioned that this spring a group of 50 students 
from the International programme at Belarus State University and their teacher Prof. 
Victor Sayustin spent five days in Tallinn. The BUP Centre was busy with the practicalities 
including budget, accommodation, transports, and study tours etc.

Another important issue was the struggle to get enough EU students to the Mazury 
Lakes sailing seminar in Poland. It was only possible with quite some efforts to have 
enough students for this Erasmus intensive programme course this year. Hence, the 
Polish Centre decided not to organise the course next year.

The BUP Centre in Nitra has got a new Director Alexander Feher. He is succeeding 
the director for the last 10 years Prof. Pavol Elias.

The meetings main issue was a proposal for changes in the organization of the net-
work. However, it was agreed that the board should not change the organization which 
has worked so well for many years. But the function of the individual Centers should be 
followed more closely and evaluated every year. An evaluation to be carried out by the 
secretariat and similar to the self-evaluation that was performed in August 2008 by the 
Programme Director. The results from the evaluations should be reported to the BUP 
board.

To conclude it was agreed that the Centre meetings are very valuable for keeping 
contact and also it is valuable to discuss common problems and ideas for the future and 
have information on each other´s activities.

Uppsala 13 October 2008

Ingrid Karlsson

  

Hi everybody!

My name is Anatol Kalach. I was elected 
as a new Board member (student’s rep-
resentative) during Rogow conference 
in spring. 

Some words about me. I am a 4-
th year student from Minsk (Republic 
of Belarus). I’m studying in Belarusan 
National Technical University and going 
to become an engineer-ecologist.

I am always eager to communicate 
and cooperate! So don’t hesitate to 
contact me! As I understand, my duty is 
representing student’s opinion (not only 
mine) to the teachers and organizers of 
the BUP activities.

I think that our BUP student’s site 
should be changed, because it is compli-
cated to get some important and urgent 
information from it (for example activi-
ties). Would like to hear your ideas about 
this topic! Also my opinion is that on 
conferences and activities we talk a lot 
about ecology, sustainable development 
but ourselves even at that moment don’t 
act in proper way … :(

Hope that you will be active and 
have ideas about what changes you 
would like to see!

Sincerely yours, Anatol Kalach!

My contact information: mail: anatol-
ka13@gmail.com
mobile: +375291886973
skype: anatol.13

Student
Representative
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Christian Andersson

This course which was organized by the Baltic Uni-
versity Programme Secretariat and the first joint ven-
ture between the Baltic University Programme and the 
MIO-ECSDE/ MEdIES Secretariat. Of the participating 
teachers 14 came from Greece and 22 from all over the 
BUP network. 

The Greek delegation was headed by Prof Michael 
Scoullos who also gave an inspiring and pivotal double lec-
ture where he told us to forget the metaphor that sustaina-
ble development is about  tree pillars and a roof (although 
it may look like an ancient Greek temple). He continued 
that we also have to forget about that sustainable deve-
lopment could be looked at a chair with four legs. Instead 
he showed us that the factors governing a sustainable de-
velopment rather could be look upon like a tetrahedron 
as education for sustainable development is an important 
facet. Or even better like a double tetrahedron. 

Another appreciated activity was a study visit to 
the upper secondary school Lundellska skolan. Pernilla 
Andersson showed how she and other teachers at the 
school has managed to let the idea of a sustainable deve-
lopment become an integral and important part of the 
work in the school.

Other lectures dealt with how to implement teaching 
or techniques for teaching sustainable development in 
both schools and universities. The course was concluded 
by a lecture by Alan Atkisson on the importance of edu-
cation for a sustainable development and how important 
a deep knowledge of how to achieve a more sustainable 
development is for our common future.

One evening it was planned to show Al Gore’s movie 
An Inconvenient Truth. However, most participants had 
already seen the movie so instead we had an improvised 
Greek evening. Al Gore and his doom and gloom was 
soon forgotten as this evening developed into something 
more Dionysian with lots of fun, singing, dancing, black 
olives and more.

Hopefully this course is only the start of a fruitful 
cooperation between the Baltic Sea and Mediterranean 
regions on education for sustainable development.

A number of presentations and other materials from 
this course are possible to download from the Resource 
section of the BUP teachers site (http://www.balticuniv.
uu.se/teacher).
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